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unlawful impediments had been placed in the way
of collection of debts due British subjects, and by
the United States undertaking payment of the
awards. A similar commission was to pass upon
American claims for British violation of neutral
rights. This arrangement was a concession whose
practical value was eventually shown by the fact
that as a result American merchants received some
millions of dollars.
Jay displayed marked adroitness as a negotiator
in dealing with the issues growing out of past differ-
ences, but he made an extraordinary slip in provid-
ing for commercial relations between the two
countries. In their general tenor the articles
displayed broad liberality. Between all British
dominions in Europe and the territories of the
United States there was to be "a reciprocal and
perfect liberty of commerce and navigation."
American vessels were to "be admitted and hos-
pitably received" in the ports of East India,
and, although participation in the coasting trade
was prohibited, it was provided that this re-
striction should not prevent ships going from one
port of discharge to another. The East Indian
trade was not, however, so important as the nearer
West Indian trade, and with respect to the latter